Christopher S. Woods, Chairman

C/o: Oxford University Library Services, Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3BG

Tel: 01865 277075 csw@bodley.ox.ac.uk
7 January 2004

Dear UKIC Member

Conservation Professional Bodies Convergence Consultation

At our Annual General Meeting in July 2003, members voted overwhelmingly in favour of a resolution directing UKIC Council to prepare for a convergence with our sister bodies.  This preparation includes a detailed consultation programme, to develop a structure for a new professional body that all our members will welcome. The most important part of this programme is your consideration of the document included herewith.

Council has considered and informed the outline structure and plans described in the document.  Our Executive Director David Leigh and I have continued to be closely involved in its creation and we feel it goes a long way to achieving what members will find useful and attractive in a new body.  We need your comments however, to ensure that, when we bring a proposal from Council to a General Meeting, it will have your whole-hearted approval.  Equally, the other bodies involved in the NCCR discussions need to be fully acquainted with everyone’s views and aspirations, in the hope that as many bodies as possible can find their way to converging during the coming few years.

There are different ways in which you can contribute to this consultation.  Please read through the papers and complete the questionnaire for return to the convergence consultant (by 27th February).  The information gathered by the consultant will be combined to help finalise a realistic structure and plan, and each body will also receive a breakdown of its own members’ views.  In addition, you can talk with your Section chair and committee to give your views, and these will be fed into Council’s deliberations.  Feel free also to contact David or me if you feel you need more information than is available on the NCCR website or through your Section.  Above all, let us know what you want in the new body.

2004 could well be the historic year in which the UK conservation professional bodies unite to form a strong, positive, single organisation at last.  I believe that the new body will carry all the strengths of the old ones but further enhanced by their combination – we will be greater than the sum of our parts.  Please don’t miss this opportunity to make the new body what you want.  Give us your view – even if it is just ‘Yes!’

Happy New Year
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