E.C.C.O. SHORT NEWS
October 2003

The E.C.C.O. Bureau and Committee met on 5 - 6 October in Düsseldorf.

The next Bureau and Committee meeting will be held on 4 March 2004 in Brussels, prior to
the next General Assembly on 5 March 2004.
On 6 March 2004, the new E.C.C.O. Bureau and Committee will meet also in Brussels.

Below is a summary of what was discussed in Düsseldorf:

Report by the President
The President notified the Committee that we can be more efficient and should all put more effort in communicating by email. Concerning conservation in general she pointed out that many aspects of our profession tend to develop in a positive way, this might be a time of opportunities we all should make use of in our striving forwards.
It was noted that the Slovakian Chamber of Restorers cried out for help since their organisation is endangered. The ECCO contact person for East European contacts, Edith Touré, already made an appointment with the president of the Slovakian Chamber of Restorers, and fill find out how we can assist them.

Application of new members
The sub-committee for new members reported that The Institute for the Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works in Ireland (ICHAWI) sent all the required documents for their application for full membership. Last March an observer of ICHAWI, Adrian Kennedy, attended the General Assembly and further information about their application was acquired after that. The ECCO Bureau and Committee decided to propose the application of ICHAWI for full membership to the next General Assembly in March 2004.
Furthermore another application for full membership, by the Verband der Restauratoren Südtirol, was discussed and it was decided that we need more information, especially regarding the level of education of their members. The sub-committee for new members will try to obtain this information swiftly, in order to prevent postponing their application another year.

Collaboration of E.C.C.O. and ICOM-CC
Ylva Player-Dahnsjö is general contact person for ICOM-CC ans she has joined the Directory Board (DB) meeting of ICOM-CC in Rome on 16 - 18th May, at which she gave a presentation about ECCO. ICOM-CC and ECCO are now partners and intend to work on the advocacy of our profession. The president of ICOM-CC, Jorgen Wadum, proposed to collaborate in upgrading and improvement of the public relation- side of our profession. It was noted that we should put more effort to enhance a greater understanding of our profession, especially since no expertise was asked for regarding the situation in Iraq, from either ICOM-CC nor ECCO. The ECCO Committee agreed that we should prioritise this subject and prepare some critical papers about the development and image of our profession. Any suggestions regarding this subject are welcome, please contact Ylva Player-Dahnsjö.
Bureau member Monica Martelli Castaldi met in Rome with Sharon Little, co-ordinator of the ICOM-CC working group on legislation. Both exchanged fruitful information.

Discussion Paper of E.C.C.O. and ENCoRE
Following the Joint Statement of the ECCO and ENCoRE boards, a discussion paper concerning the higher education system for conservation/restoration was drafted. This discussion paper is actually a 'position paper' of both associations and sets out the parameters for the future education for cons/rest in Europe. The Discussion Paper is based on the 'European Directive on the recognition of professional qualifications' and was adopted by both ECCO and ENCoRe. We now need to lobby at European level with our Joint Statement and the Discussion Paper with the aim to have our statements adopted in this 'European Directive on the recognition of professional qualifications'. To complete the two statements, a Background Paper was set up and is related to paragraphs of the 'European Directive' in which exceptions for architects are lined out. The ECCO-ENCoRE Background Paper deals with the same paragraphs and sets out exceptions for the Conservator-Restorer. 
Monica Martelli Castaldi will contact Vincent Negri, who was the legal adviser in the APEL project, in order to set up a lobby at the European Parliament and Council. The ECCO Committee will furthermore set up a short paper with the goals of ECCO listed, to be used in the 'European lobby'. 

CEN Standardisation on Cultural Property
ECCO is offered a liaison status by CEN (Comité Européen de Normalisation) concerning their project on Standardisation of Cultural Property. Because the National Standardisation Institutes have a vote on the proposal of this project, the contact person for CEN, Tanja Roskar Reed, sent out an email to all delegates with questions concerning the involvement of the National Standardisation Institutes and their opinion about this project on Cultural Property. Tanja presented an overview of the answers she got on her email. The Danish School of Conservation and NKF-D are involved in the project and the Danish standardisation organisation will host a working group within the project. The Norwegian standardisation organisation is positive towards the project but will not participate in any of the working groups. They will however set up a mirror committee, in which Tanja Roskar Reed is asked to participate. ECCO members in France and the Netherlands answered that they are willing to be involved in the project on National level. It seems that many countries are just waiting to see what happens and are not particularly willing to put energy, time and money in this project.
Since a possible liaison status of ECCO with CEN would include expenses for attending certain meetings, the Committee agreed to keep track of this project through the involved National delegates. Therefore it was decided to kindly refuse the offer for a liaison status with CEN.

Survey on rates in Europe
A questionnaire on rates and wages has been distributed and the co-ordinator of the working group, Sabine Kessler, reported on the received answers. The first question concerned the image of the cons/rest and was answered very similar by the different delegates; seen from the government the cons/rest is a highly trained professional and seen form the public the cons/rest is a craftsperson. An overview of the questionnaire will be published in the coming E.C.C.O. Reports. The working group intends to focus an the comparison of the rates and wages in the different countries. It was noted that many member associations of ECCO are working on this subject on a National level; please pass relevant information and calculations to Sabine Kessler. The working group will start with four 'test case countries' in which highly different rates and wages are used. The 'test case countries' are France, Switzerland, Denmark and Portugal. The delegates of these countries will be contacted in order to set up a close communication on the topic. 

Website
The website is in the process of being re-designed at the moment. The new website will incorporate more news and therefore it will be hosted by a Committee member to facilitate a more frequent update of the website. Committee member Anna Häkäri has frequent contact with the web designer and together with Tanja Roskar Reed, will be instructed how to update the new website. The launch of the new website is planned at the coming General Assembly.

E.C.C.O. Reports
With regard to the reorganisation of the website, the Newsletter is planned to contain less news and more retrospective reports. The Newsletter 2003 will therefore be called E.C.C.O. Reports (nr. 1) 2003. The deadline for sending the National member reports was set on 1 September and unfortunately not all member reports were received. Thanks to the effort of some of the delegates, 5 advertisers were recruted for the E.C.C.O. Reports; the Committee greatly welcomes such initiatives!
Edith Touré will send an ordering form for extra copies of the E.C.C.O. Reports to all delegates. The price for these extra copies is set to € 2,-.

The ECCO Official Documents, containing the Statutes and Guidelines, have to be published again because the updates of the Guidelines and Statutes were proposed and adopted. Several Committee members are seeing to the translations needed and Edith Touré is in charge of the design of the Official Documents. The new Official Documents will be presented at the coming General Assembly.
Besides the E.C.C.O. Reports and Official Documents an informative folder about the aims and objectives of ECCO is needed. Edith Touré is working on the realisation of such a folder and she is planning to present it at the coming General Assembly.

Internal Rules
The E.C.C.O. Réglement Intérieur was adopted in 1995 and complements the rules lined out in the Statutes. Kathryn Walker Tubb will see to a correct English translation of this Réglement Intérieur. After being translated the Internal Rules will be reviewed by the Committee and resulting updates will be presented to the General Assembly for adoption. The president of APROA-BRK, Bernard Delmotte, recently sent out a letter to all ECCO members, expressing his concern about the adoption of the ECCO Guidelines at the last General Assembly. The Statutes, as they are now, do not state that a two-thirds majority of votes is needed for the adoption of (updated) Guidelines. It was felt that this is in great contrast to the importance of the Guidelines. The ECCO Committee agrees to this point of view, but hesitates to alter the recently updated Statutes in order to effect such a new rule. Therefore it was decided to elaborate on this number of votes needed for adopting the Guidelines in the Internal Rules. 

Contact persons, working groups and projects
Contact persons
E.C.C.O. Reports: Edith Touré
Website: Anna Häkäri and Tanja Roskar Reed
Working groups
UPDATING GUIDELINES AND STATUTES 
(Publication of new Official Documents)

Ylva Player-Dahnsjö (co-ordinator)
Kathryn Walker-Tubb, Michael van Gompen

EDUCATION, QUALIFICATION, PRACTICE


Francisca Figueira (co-ordinator)
Anna Häkäri, Kathryn Walker-Tubb, Cornelia Weyer

SURVEY ON RATES IN EUROPE
(survey of VAT, rates and wages for conservators/restorers)


Sabine Kessler (co-ordinator)
Roberto Borgogno, Michael van Gompen, Natalie Ellwanger

LEGISLATION
(updates and developments on cons/rest legislation, follow-up APEL)


Monica Martelli Castaldi (co-ordinator)
Pierre Masson, Francisca Figueira, Natalie Ellwanger


CEN(normalisation Cultural Property) PROJECT

Tanja Roskar Reed


Please don't hesitate to contact the relevant person or the Committee for suggestions and requests for further information!

With best wishes,

Janine van Reekum
General Secretary
22 October 2003
