E.C.C.O. SHORT NEWS

April 2004

The E.C.C.O. Bureau and Committee met in Brussels on 1 and 3 April 2004.

The General Assembly (GA) was held on 2 April 2004

The next Bureau and Committee meeting will be held on 12 and 13 June in Zürich.

The next General Assembly will be held on 4 or 11(date to be confirmed) March 2005.

Below is a summary of what was discussed:

Report by the President

The Bureau and Committee met three times last year: in the end of May - beginning of June at the EVTEK Institute of Art and Design in Helsinki, in October at the Restaurierungszentrum in Düsseldorf and on the 1st of April, prior to the General Assembly, at the new Ceplis Office in Brussels. Michael van Gompen was thanked for the splendid organisation of these meetings in Brussels. At the GA the President emphasised on the importance of the national reports at the end of the meeting because it is such a rare occasion having so many conservator-restorers gathered together and an excellent opportunity to update each other on the national situations and developments concerning our profession. 

Furthermore the President reported that in the past year the Bureau and Committee tried to rationalise and work more effectively. Despite this effort, it was still difficult to organise the planned publication of the Official Documents, in which Edith Touré and Michael van Gompen put a lot of work. The website also caused a lot of worrying due to genuine problems with the provider. Anna Häkäri and Tanja Røskar Reed put a lot of effort in setting up a new designed website that was presented to the GA. The new website contains more up-to-date news and it is planned to be updated frequently. Therefore the ECCO Newsletter was changed into 'ECCO Reports' and contains a retrospective of the past year. 

The President also presented the main focus for the coming year, being (1) to strive for further professional recognition and lobby at the EU, (2)aim for more members, especially from the East European countries and (3) to improve the visibility of the conservator-restorer and the profession. The latter will be done in close collaboration with ICOM-CC.

Contacts and meetings

The close collaboration with ENCoRE and ICOM-CC was continued last year. The President pointed out that we need such partnerships in order to realise the joint goals for our profession. At the GA the partnership with ENCoRE was formalised.

Committee member Monica Martelli Castaldi will present a paper at the ICOM-CC Legislation meeting, at 20 - 24 April in Athens. President Ylva Player-Dahnsjö will be a key-note speaker at the UKIC 'Conservation 2004' meeting at 8 -9 July in Liverpool. For this meeting, Ylva is collecting pictures of conservator-restorers at work from all over the world. Please send such pictures to her! After the meeting the same pictures are very welcome for the ECCO archives, to be used for future promotion of our profession.

Edith Touré has set up contacts with cons/rest associations in Hungary, Slovenia, Poland and Slovakia. It is planned to have a joint meeting in Vienna in the spring to intensify the contact. Delegates of these associations will be invited as observers at the GA in 2005. Ylva Player-Dahnsjö had written an article about ECCO for the Polish Bulletin for conservation and restoration.

Application of new members

The sub-committee for new members reported that The Institute for the Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works in Ireland (ICHAWI) sent all the required documents for their application for full membership and proposed their application to the GA. The GA voted unanimously in favour of their full membership. ICHAWI, represented by their delegate Susan Corr, was welcomed. Another application for full membership by the Verband der Restauratoren Südtirol, was proposed to the GA. The GA voted in favour of their full membership and they were also welcomed.

Collaboration of E.C.C.O. and ENCoRE

Chair of the board of ENCoRE, René Larsen, was present at the GA. He explained about ENCoRE, being the European Network for Conservation-Restoration Education with 29 full members who all fulfil the set standards and are recognised by their national governments. Besides these full members, ENCoRE has 4 associated members. The work and activities performed by ENCoRE are very similar to those of ECCO. At the moment ENCoRE tries to establish a PhD network. Besides that the implementation of the Bachelor-Master structure, according to the Bologna declaration, takes a lot of time for all involved in ENCoRE. The Bologna declaration stated that in 29 European countries the Bachelor-Master system should be fully adopted in 2010. 

René Larsen elaborated furthermore on some specific situations regarding this Bachelor-Master system. He mentioned the situation in Denmark where the educations of medicine were forced to accept a Bachelor level. Our profession should take this fact into consideration and within the official adopted ECCO-ENCoRE documents (such as the Joint Statement and the Discussion Paper) this has already been done and likewise within the ENCoRE documents (such as the ENCoRE Clarification Document). Our joint efforts to become part of the European Directive for Professional Qualifications is thus very important. René Larsen pointed out that within this European Directive the architects are specifically described, not because of the safety of buildings but because of their role regarding the protection of heritage. 

The GA unanimously adopted the formal partnership of ECCO and ENCoRE with the following sentence:

E.C.C.O. and ENCoRE work closely together, representing the European conservation-restoration profession of the present and the future.

At a meeting in Leefdaal (March 2004) with some of the members of the Legislation working group and consultant Vincent Négri was discussed that we urgently need the profile of the profession in order to lobby effectively for becoming part of the European Directive of Professional Qualifications. ECCO and ENCoRE decided to join forces to gather existing profiles of professional qualifications (describing knowledge and skills, training program and activities) and planned to organise a seminar in early 2005 to inform both the members of ECCO and ENCoRE and EU representatives. Tanja Røskar Reed and Cornelia Weyer are coordinating the professional profiles; please send English (summaries) of national profiles of the conservator-restorer to them. Cornelia Weyer and Sabine Kessler are supervising the organisation of the planned seminar.

CEN Standardisation on Cultural Property

As mentioned in the E.C.C.O. Short News of October 2003, the Bureau and Committee decided to kindly refuse the offer for a liaison status with CEN. Tanja Røskar Reed explained this decision to the GA. The liaison offered by CEN (and only possibility for cooperation) would be a non-voting status although ECCO would have been mentioned in all CEN communication. Furthermore, Tanja reported that we all felt that involvement would be better through the national institutes of normalisation, because they do have a right of vote. Tanja emphasised the fact that she can still be contacted for questions and information about the project and that she would like to receive any national reports on activities concerning the CEN Standardisation of Cultural Property project.

Survey on rates & salaries in Europe

Coordinator Sabine Kessler reported that the results of last years' questionnaire were published in the ECCO Reports (nr 1). A striking difference in these results was the average rate used in Portugal being  € 12,- per hour and in the Northern European countries being about € 50,- (for young professionals). The working group decided to go further with a refined comparison of the used rates and salaries within Europe, and has therefore decided to draw up a new questionnaire. Because the results of this questionnaire will contain such interesting information, all were asked to kindly and promptly cooperate with this final questionnaire. 

Website

Tanja Røskar Reed presented the website to the GA. Due to problems with the former provider we were forced to claim another domainname. The old domainname: www.ecco-eu.org will be claimed again as soon as it is available. 

The new website address is: www.ecco-eu.info

Many parts of the new website are still under construction and all were asked to send their national reports and news, announcements for the calendar and other relevant information. Tanja will be the new webmaster and will maintain the website. It is planned to have the new website complete and running in May, including 20 email addresses linked to the website. Please send Tanja Røskar Reed information for the website!

The APEL website was also inaccessible and has changed address: www.apel-eu.info
E.C.C.O. Reports

All members received the E.C.C.O. Reports (nr. 1) 2003, containing less news and more retrospective reports. Edith Touré was warmly thanked for all the hard work she put in the former Newsletter and the ECCO Reports. Edith handed over the coordination of the ECCO Reports to Natalie Ellwanger. The deadline for sending the National member reports was set on 1 September 2004. Suggestions for advertisers for the ECCO Reports and pictures are, as always, very welcome! Please send them to Natalie.

Two examples of the cover for the ECCO Official Documents and the new designed ECCO folder were shown to the GA. Edith Touré was in charge of the realisation and they will be distributed to all members this year.

Election of the Committee

Deputy General Secretary Kathryn Walker Tubb (UKIC) and Committee member Anna Häkäri (NKF-Fin) both resigned from the Bureau and Committee. They were warmly thanked for their contributions and joyful company over the last three years. No new candidates were proposed at the GA and the new Bureau and Committee (chosen at the new Committee meeting on 3 April 2004) is:

President: Ylva Player-Dahnsjö

Vice President: Edith Touré

Vice President: Tanja Røskar Reed

General Secretary: Janine van Reekum

Deputy General Secretary: Natalie Ellwanger

Treasurer: Michael van Gompen

Vice Treasurer: Monica Martelli Castaldi

Committee Member: Sabine Kessler

Committee Member: Cornelia Weyer

Committee Member: Francisca Figueira

Contact persons, working groups and projects

Contact persons

E.C.C.O. Reports: Natalie Ellwanger

Website: Tanja Røskar Reed

E.C.C.O. Member list: Natalie Ellwanger

Working groups

EDUCATION, QUALIFICATION, PRACTICE

Francisca Figueira (coordinator)

Cornelia Weyer, Natalie Ellwanger

SURVEY ON RATES & SALARIES IN EUROPE

Sabine Kessler (coordinator)

Michael van Gompen, Natalie Ellwanger

LEGISLATION

Monica Martelli Castaldi (coordinator)

Michael van Gompen, Vincent Négri (consultant), Pierre Masson (advisor), Francisca Figueira

Projects

EUROPEAN DIRECTIVE

Profiles: Tanja Røskar Reed, Cornelia Weyer

Seminar: Cornelia Weyer, Sabine Kessler

With best wishes,

Janine van Reekum

General Secretary

22 April 2004

