Committee Meeting – Historic Interiors Section –

35 Britannia Row, London N1, 28th May 2002 3.00pm

Present: Ian Crick, Michael Smith, Mette de Hamil, Pat Jackson, Michael Bidnell, Tina Sitwell, David Gibson, Louise Henderson, Jennifer Gill, Allyson McDermott, Helen Hughes.

Apologies: Lisa Oestricher

1. Minutes of meeting held on 30th April 2002 at English Heritage, 23 Savile Row, London approved by the committee.

2. Discussion of aims of section.

At the previous meeting the committee had made an attempt to draft the aims and objectives of the Historic Interiors Section. These were discussed.

2.1
It was agreed that we first needed to define what we meant by ‘historic interior’ and produce a ‘mission statement’ for the section. 

ACTION ALL

2.2
The various aims of the Section as distinct from the aims of UKIC as a whole could be identified:

Aim – promoting a holistic approach to the conservation of historic interiors

Aim – promote importance of multidisciplinary collaboration during the research and works phases of historic interior conservation projects.

Aim – to underline the importance of documentary and technical research in acquiring an understanding of the historic interior.

Aim – to promote public awareness of the importance of conserving historic interiors.

Aim – to create a useful dialogue between building contractors, house owners, local  & national authorities and conservation specialists working within the historic interior.

Aims list to be developed

ACTION ALL

2.3
Suggested mechanisms to achieve section aims

· Collation of information for distribution to the membership and other professionals

· Design data-base

· Education of members and other professionals by seminars, study trips, conferences and publications

Mechanism list to be developed

ACTION ALL

3.
Reports

3.1 Report of the Meetingof the UKIC Council which was held on the 20th May 2002 at Morely College, London which was attended by Helen Hughes and Allyson Mcdermott, the Chairs of all the UKIC Sections, David Leigh (Director) and Chris Woods (Chair of UKIC).  The meeting approved the reports submitted by the various UKIC sub-committees (Management Committee, Publications Committee, Conservation Advisory Panel, education Research Training Committee, Professional Services Committee, and the Accreditation Committee.  The Treasurers report was presented which included UKIC funding review proposals for 2002-2005.  One of the most animated discussions of the meeting was about Salary Recommendations and Advertising. The committee agreed that the UKIC would continue to run adverts for lowly paid posts but would write to the employer about salary levels.  Allyson and I voiced out opinion that this action was undermining UKIC attempts to achieve professional recognition for conservators.  We also raised the issue that non-conservators (conservation architects, surveyors, conservation officers) would be encouraged to join our section.  These professionals may not feel the need to become full members of UKIC but if they are elected to the committee should enjoy full voting rights. It was felt that this could be endorsed by UKIC.

3.2 Section membership figures revealed that all sections, except the Historic Interiors Section had had a fall in membership numbers.  In May 2002 our section had 55 members (and rising).

4. Secretary’s Report

4.1
A list of all section members with e-mail addresses is being compiled.  The Historic Interiors Section slot on the UKIC web-site needs to be created with a link to the membership forms.

ACTION IC

4.2
We need to be able to update and identify new members.

5. Editor’s report

5.1 Copy and articles submitted by the section will appear in the July issues of Conservation News.  The sections’ logos will not be included in the new publication.

5.2 We were too late to have articles included in the next issue of The Conservator but intend to submit two articles to Janey Cronyn before October 2002

ACTION LH, IC & MS

5.3 We need to be attracting articles from related building conservation/historic interior specialists.  Dates for copy to Louise Henderson

September 2002 Grapevine/Conservation News 22nd July 

November 2002 Grapevine/Conservation News 21st September

ACTION ALL

5.4 The Seminar at Leighton House/Linley Sambourne house will be advertised in July issue of Grapevine – 7th September 2002.

6. Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer made a series of comments and queries about the future management of the section’s accounts.

6.1 The Section should be able to carry profits from year to year and set up a high interest account.

6.2 Committee members must agree in writing what expenses will be paid to speakers.

6.3 UKIC has announced its intention to place all funds of sections in a high interest account.  Each sections funds will be ring fenced and can be drawn upon by the section Treasurer with minimal notice.

7.
 Conference & AGM

It was proposed that the conference would be held at West Dean on the 15th-17th June 2003.

7.1
The proposed programme:

15th June
Reception - Evening lecture and Dinner

16th June
Full day of lectures – Dinner – Tour of West Dean

17th June
Escorted visits to Weald & Downland Museum and/or Uppark

Ends 3.30 with Tea with AGM for Historic Interiors Section to follow.

7.2 Outline costs:

Cost based on more than 40 people attending:

1.
Full package = £140

(includes Sunday – Dinner & B&B/Monday Conference & Dinner & B&B/Tuesday Day trips and lunch)

2. Arrive Monday morning – leave Tuesday  = £95

( includes Monday Conference & Dinner & B&B/Tuesday Day trips and lunch)

3. Attendance at conference and visits only = £50

4. Monday conference only = £45

These costs are for the provision of facilities and services at West Dean College only and do not include any charges that the Historic Interiors Section may want to make in order to generate income.

7.3 Decision to proceed

Treasurer to assess costs and expenses to decide if this is a viable project for the section.

ACTION ALL

7.4 Publicity

Adverts placed in July issue Grapevine/Conservation News now have the wrong date and this will have to be corrected in the next.

ACTION LH

7.3 Themes and speakers

It was agreed that the conference would focus on the problems of project management and would hope to attract major contractors who were involved in the conservation of historic interiors. Ideas and suggestion – calls for paper to be discussed.

8. Committee expenses

It was agreed that committee members who were incurring travelling costs should have them repaid by the section.  Some members whose costs were minimal or would be covered by their employers would not claim travelling expenses.

Members were asked not to submit expenses until the Treasurer had set up a bank account for the section.

9. Date of next Meeting

3 pm Tuesday 16th July 2002 at Leighton House Museum, 12 Holland Park Road, London W14 8LZ – Telephone 020 7602 3316

Nearest Underground: Kensington High Street

Postscript

Some members of the committee visited 53 Cross Street and were shown around the house by Martin King who lives there and has carried out detailed research in to the history and fabric of the building.  We were all surprised to see a very elaborate stencilled ‘pillar and arch’ wallpaper in the hallway that was part of the original decoration of the house.  None of the committee had ever seen this type of decorative finish and it has prompted further discussion.  Could this be a case for spot listing?

Perhaps this visit has identified the role of the Historic Interiors Section – to allow multidisciplinary teams access to lesser know interiors and act as watchdogs to ensure that they are properly understood.

Helen
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