UKIC Historic Interiors Section Committee Meeting

16th October 2002, Hornsey Town Hall

Present: Louise Henderson, Allyson McDermott, Helen Hughes, Jennifer Gill, Mette De Hamil, Michael Bidnell, David Gibson, Lisa Oestreicher.

Apologies: Tina Sitwell, Pat Jackson, Michael Smith, Ian Crick

1. Minutes of last meeting held on the 16th July 2002 at Leighton House Museum. These were approved by the committee.

2. Chairs Report

Helen Hughes attended the UKIC AGM on the 3rd July 2002 at Bridewell Hall. She reported that among the main issues which came under discussion were:

The Election of the Council and officers

A keynote speech by Lord Evans, Chairman of Resource. Lord Evans suggested that conservators needed a broader training rather than developing even more sophisticated methods of analysis. He further suggested that conservators should take further training in project management and publicity. HH did ask Lord Evans if Resource would provide funding for such training at which point he said that she should ‘drop him a line’. Lord Evans speech caused some controversy amongst conservators at the AGM and this was reflected in the discussion of his speech amongst UKIC Historic Interiors section committee members.

HH also attended the UKIC Council Meeting on 7th October 2002 at Morley College. She reported back to the committee on the main issues which were raised:

Publications: A new editor is needed for The Conservator. Louise Henderson was thanked for her editing of Grapevine. 

Accreditation committee: Discussion about using National Council for Conservation-restoration logo to give unified identity. Accreditation given under term of the PACR agreement.

NCCR Convergence discussion: Common accreditation framework (CAF), the working party for this proposal includes

1. Natural Sciences Group

2. Society of Archivists (includes some conservators)

3. British Horological Institute (BHI)

4. Care of Collections Forum (CCF)

5. Institute of Paper Conservators (IPC) 

6. Irish Association (ICHAWI)

7. British Association of painting Conservators-restorers

8. British Association of Furniture Restorers (BAFRA)

The Benefits and drawbacks of such a move were summarised and discussed by the Committee. 

UKIC Conference 2004: the theme for this will be ‘Our Profession Our Future’, the two-day event would be combined with the AGM and it was anticipated that 400 delegates would attend 

Historic Interiors Section Membership: membership numbers are now 72.

3. Editor’s and Secretary’s report

Louise Henderson has taken over secretarial duties for the time being. LH reported that:

Email: She has set up all the committee members on an email group and they should all now be receiving relevant updates and messages from her. A subsequent test of this system has confirmed that it is working. Hard copy of all correspondence will be sent to Mette de Hamil and Jennifer Gill.










Action LH

Website: LH is working with Adrian Tribe at UKIC to activate the Historic Interiors Sections web page on the UKIC site. This should be ‘live’ before Christmas. LH stressed that this would not be the definitive Historic Interiors Section site and would need to be updated and refined, but it was generally agreed that it was extremely important to get something up and working as a means of communication with section members.










Action LH

Flyer: the importance of issuing a hard copy newsletter to all section members was again discussed. The point was raised that many conservators do not have Internet or email access. Allyson McDermott has volunteered to produce, print and distribute a newsletter. 










Action AM

Conservation News: LH reported that the Historic Interiors section had contributed three illustrated pieces to the forthcoming November edition of Con news. These consisted of an article by Tina Sitwell, a conference review by Helen Hughes and a further article by Ian Crick and Michael Smith. LH thanked these contributors. Lisa Oestreicher has promised a review of the Public Indemnity and liability insurance requirements from all the major heritage bodies in the UK for the next issue of Con News. Two other contributions from UKIC members are also promised for this issue. 










Action LO, LH

The Conservator: LH has contributed an article for consideration to this publication. A further contribution from the Historic Interiors Section has been promised. LH asked all committee members for suggestions. 










Action LH, All

4. Treasurer’s report

Jennifer Gill reported that the section still did not have access to our UKIC funds. She is meeting next week to clarify this situation. Committee members have not claimed any travelling expenses to date.

5. 2003 Conference

LH submitted the proposed papers received to date. These were discussed amongst those members present. Where possible the synopsis received hade been previously circulated via email. It was agreed that all the proposals received should be circulated to all committee members via email and hard copy for consideration.










Action LH

In order to establish how many speakers were needed it was agreed that a provisional programme for the conference would be drafted and circulated amongst the committee.  










Action LH

It was further agreed that decisions as to who should be asked to speak would be made in the next 2-3 weeks after all the proposals and the practicalities of the programme had been considered. 










Action All

We need a title for the conference.










Action All

6. Future Events

The one-day seminar at Leighton House had been cancelled due to a problem with the venue and a lack of interest. The cost of tickets to this event was discussed and it was proposed that any future events would not include any catering, thus cutting costs considerably. Some charge will have to be made in order to cover expenses for speakers etc. 

Trip to Tyntesfield: Tina Sitwell has suggested that she may be able to organise access to this recently acquired National trust property for Historic Interiors Section members. This would form part of a day trip based in the South east of the country. This event is being organised by LO, TS, JG and AM and it is proposed that it take place in Spring 2003. 









Action JG, LO, TS, AM

The possibility of future regional events was discussed.

7. Date of Next Committee Meeting

This was agreed for Wednesday 22nd January 2003. Mette de Hamil kindly offered to host the meeting. 

Louise Henderson, 17th October 2002

