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UKIC Archaeology Section 





Mission Statement








The Archaeology Section is a member body of United Kingdom Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (UKIC) and exists to further the aims and objectives of UKIC within the field of archaeological conservation. 





The primary aims of the UKIC Archaeology Section are to:





Establish and promote high standards for care and conservation of archaeological materials.


Support the development of skills and knowledge in the conservation and investigation of archaeological material. 


Provide a forum for communication within the discipline and related organisations. 


Promote care and conservation of the archaeological heritage with the public.


Represent the interests of the archaeological conservation profession.
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Manifesto





The activities of the UKIC Archaeology Section are currently focused on four issues of specific interest to members.





Funding





The Archaeology Section seeks to progress the interests of professional archaeological conservators and to raise awareness of the need to resource and support archaeological conservation. These aims are furthered through productive involvement with other organisations. 





Over recent years there has been a change in the context in which archaeological conservationis practiced. Of particular concern has been the shift in responsibility for archaeological provision away from public bodies to the private sector and the concomittent erosion of the central funding base. There must be continued provision for the conservation and care of archaeological material. 





Dwindling resources which are available for archaeological work are increasingly focused on defined aims. It is crucial that archaeological conservation is properly represented when defining such objectives within archaeology. The skills of the archaeological conservator must be emphasised in relation to realising the research potential of archaeological artefacts and materials.  





The conservator’s role is crucial in the stabilisation of archaeological artefacts and in safeguarding the long term future of assemblages as part of the archaeological resource.





Portable Antiquities 





The Archaeology Section opposes the trade in antiquities of unknown provenance and continues to join with other related organisations in lobbying for the UK government to ratify international conventions prohibiting the illicit trade in cultural material.





The illicit excavation that results from this trade, poses a serious threat to the world’s archaeological heritage. 





The Archaeology Section has supported the recent changes to the UK legislation on treasure and the introduction of guidance for reporting portable antiquities. These changes will have an impact within archaeology and have implications for the archaeological conservation profession. Not least they offer an opportunity to advance publicly the care and conservation for archaeological artefacts and sites.





Metal Detecting





The Archaeology Section takes an active interest in the difficult issue of metal detecting. The importance of working in collaboration with the metal detecting where it benefits the aims of the archaeological process and preservation of the archaeological heritage is recognised, however, firm opposition must be directed against metal detecting where it leads to the destruction of important and protected sites. 





Maritime and Coastal Archaeology





The Archaeology Section supports international developments towards the protection of underwater cultural heritage. Commercial interest in the exploitation of coastal and nautical archaeological sites is leading to the destruction of this valuable resource. 





Increased activity in nautical archaeology and development of the coastal zone and seabed means that archaeological conservators will more frequently encounter the resulting excavated material. The Archaeology Section aims to raise awareness within the conservation profession regarding the existing legislation and ethical issues surrounding maritime and coastal zone finds.  Conservation involvement in this area of excavation is not as advanced as for terrestrial archaeology and there is an need to promote already-established good practice and to further integrate conservation into the process. 





 �
Achieving our aims





Promoting good practice





The Archaeology Section facilitates and organises meetings, courses and publications to aid the development of skills and knowledge in archaeological conservation. Recent meetings have addressed contemporary issues with in the profession. Publication of meetings and conferences communicates information to as wide an audience as possible.





A meeting on “Recording our Past” will take place in March 1999 to discuss the progress of the treasure act and voluntary reporting of finds. Metal detecting and maritime archaeology will be the focus of  future meetings.





Support and comments are offered to other organisations who may provide education or undertake research within the field. Dissemination of knowledge is encouraged through the a variety of media and through the publications of UKIC. 





The Archaeology Section has established and published guidance notes which advocate good practice for archaeological conservators. Adherence to this guidance for practice is promoted within the Archaeology Section membership. Reference sources are also provided for those who may encounter finds outside the profession and a series of guidelines for the care and conservation of archaeological material have been published. These guidelines are currently under review and will be developed to ensure that they remain current. Promotion of this literature will be continued both within the profession and with other organisations who are responsible for archaeological material. 





The Archaeology Section  is participating in the implementation of accreditation within UKIC and see it as an important step in promoting high standards of practice. We also wish to see good vocational standards maintained in conservation training courses and are concerned about pressures in higher education and the recent proliferation of training courses in conservation. 








Communication 





The Archaeology Section pages of Conservation News (the triannual newsletter of UKIC) provide a forum for communication and debate both within the Section and to the wider conservation community. Information and exchange of views are also encouraged through the newsletter and at the AGM. The committee welcomes suggestions and contributions from the membership and wishes to increase the involvement of the members in Archaeology Section activities. 





The Archaeology Section has representation at committee level on a variety of related organisations including: Institute of Field Archaeologists (IFA) and IFA Finds Group, RESCUE, Council for British Archaeology, Standing Conference on Portable Antiquities (SCOPA), Nautical Archaeology Society (NAS) and the Joint Nautical Archaeology Policy Committee (JNAPC). We also maintain links with other membership bodies including: Finds Research Groups, Roman Finds Group, Society of Museum Archaeologists, Association of County Archaeological Officers, and with publicly funded bodies such as English Heritage, Historic Scotland and Cadw. 





Campaigning on areas of concern





The Archaeology Section is involved in debates about the development of and provision for archaeological conservation. Currently there is a need to establish new agendas that respond to changes in the context within which archaeology and conservation is practiced. By developing links and cultivating influence with related organisations the Archaeology Section aims to ensure that resources continue to be provided for conservation and care of archaeological material. Collaboration on projects of mutual interest is also effective in working towards common aims. 





A survey of the provision for archaeological conservation is being undertaken to highlight changes within the profession. The impact of recent changes to the structure and funding within archaeology will be appraised. 


The Archaeology Section continues to contribute comments, either independently or jointly with other organisations, on pertinent documents and consultative papers as well as participating in surveys on issues of relevance. The committee writes letters to counter the promotion of trade in portable antiquities in the media. Archaeology Section members are encouraged to write letters where appropriate.





Promoting Archaeological Conservation 





The Archaeology Section promotes archaeological conservation with both the membership of other related organisations and the public. This is recognised as one of the key areas in which the organisation serves its members and was the subject of a recent conference. 





A set of publicity boards have been prepared which aim to inform members of related organisations and the public about archaeological conservation and the work of the Archaeology Section. Where financially feasible the Archaeology Section contribute a presence at relevant meetings and conferences and provide leaflets, advertise publications and display Archaeology Section  poster boards.





The Archaeology Section continues to publicly highlight issues of concern to its members through letters to individuals, organisations and newspapers and in the Section literature. A strategy is being developed, which will co-ordinate with UKIC’s new public relations initiative, to make use of all available media in promoting archaeological conservation with the public. The involvement of Archaeology Section members is particularly sought in this area. 








If you have any questions or would like to contact the UKIC Archaeology Section, please write to: UKIC, 109 The Chandlery,  50 Westminster Bridge Road, London SE1 7QY.  Tel. (020) 7721 8721 Fax. (020) 7721 8722 or E-mail archaeology@ukic.org.uk
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