Submission to the All Party Parliamentary Archaeology Group

From the Executive Director of the

United Kingdom Institute for Conservation
I write to reinforce the response of the Chair of the Archaeology Section of this Institute.

1.
The planning and funding processes currently act unevenly, in favour of the information to be gained about buried structures and against revelation of the information from finds, which in some cases is of equal or more value to society.  Specifications (and costings) should embrace the complete archaeological process, not just its “front end”.

2.
A realistic contingency should be built into all development funding to allow for unforeseen discoveries. A central fund should be established to be called upon for exceptional discoveries requiring expensive intervention or post-excavation work.  This could be paid for by an automatic percentage on all development funding, and/or from public funds, e.g. English Heritage. 

3.
Conservation - to preserve and help illuminate objects - is an essential component in the narratives which arise from archaeology. To neglect this resource is to waste the money which is put into the excavation and subsequent storage of finds and to ignore the immense public interest in such narratives and the excitement which objects can generate. Often the only surviving tangible results of an excavation, and an anchor to the real in an increasingly virtual world.

4.
Non-national museums are recognised to be in crisis. Although collections are theoretically the core of their missions, maintaining them and enabling conservation to improve the quality of access to the collections for visitors are too easily cut. The conservation services of Museum Councils in England have already been disbanded; local authority posts are gone or under threat. Renaissance in the Regions needs to be implemented without delay, and conservation services incorporated in the proposed regional hubs. Neglected unstable and/or undisplayable artefacts are a continuing drain on resources to no particular end. The sole purpose of retaining finds is to illuminate and inform, now and in the future.

5
Research in the conservation of cultural heritage should be recognised as a distinct category for the purpose of funding by the AHRB, particularly now that European research funding is being denied under Framework 6.

6.
Primary training in archaeological conservation is well served in the UK. However, the funding of training posts or internships and of mid-career training need urgently to be addressed.

7.
We look forward to the results of the survey into the provision of archaeological conservation being carried out by the Archaeology Section of this Institute which will add substance to these aspects of your enquiry.

Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to your consultation.

David Leigh  BSc, PhD, FSA, FIIC, ACR

